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WKU PUBLIC BROADCASTING

David S. Brinkley

MESSAGE FROM 
THE DIRECTOR

2020 has been a challenging year for our nation and our community. We 
are in the midst of a global pandemic and a racial and cultural awakening, 
all while feeling distanced from our loved ones and support systems.

Through it all, we have learned the importance of adaptations and 
change. Community is at the heart of everything we do at WKU Public 
Broadcasting—it centers us as we live through these uncertain times.

This year’s Annual Local Content & Service Report highlights how we 
worked toward our long-standing goals while also adapting to the current 
needs of our community members. 

We are proud that during the pandemic our team continued to deliver 
quality content to our viewers and listeners while also balancing a new 
workplace dynamic and a disrupted everyday life.

I'm exceptionally proud of our organization. Despite obstacles, WKU 
Public Broadcasting pushed even harder to share the stories of our 
community. 

In the pages that follow, I invite you to learn more about our work and our 
partners over the course of a challenging year, and our plans to emerge 
from 2020 stronger than ever.

D A V I D  S .  B R I N K L E Y

Director, WKU Public Broadcasting

MISSION

To enrich our communities by providing distinctive programming and services 
of the highest quality that enhance lives, expand perspectives and connect us 
to one another.

LOCAL VALUE

WKU Public Broadcasting serves critical roles in Kentucky. As the only university 
joint licensee (WKU PBS and WKU Public Radio) in the Commonwealth, we 
proudly serve through our television broadcast signal, radio broadcast signals, 
satellite transmissions and digital content. Our base of operations is in the 
heart of WKU's campus in Bowling Green.

WKU Public Broadcasting provides public service broadcasting to the 
community, professional training for students and creates and distributes 
media content that serves WKU and the citizens of Kentucky.

We are responsible for the operation of WKU Public Radio, WKU PBS, The 
Hilltopper Sports Satellite Network, WWHR-FM student radio, content for the 
Kentucky Public Radio Network and content for the Ohio Valley ReSource 
collaborative.

Additionally, we provide video production services for the campus constituency 
and outside organizations. In addition to our professional staff, we employ 
many WKU students part-time, allowing them to gain valuable real-world 
experience.



6

WKU | PBS | NPR

7

BROADCAST MEDIA
SERVICE OFFERINGS

These offerings provide a continuous source of trusted content 
consisting of quality news, educational content, reliable information 
and entertainment.

From the highest caliber national, international and local journalism to 
world-class arts and entertainment programs, WKU Public Radio brings 
listeners a wealth of ideas, information and inspiration every day.

WKU | PBS 24.1
WKYU | CREATE 24.2
WKYU-WX | 24.3 (LIVE WEATHER RADAR)

WKYU-FM 88.9 BOWLING GREEN
WDCL-FM 89.7 & 103.3 SOMERSET
WKPB-FM 89.5 HENDERSON/OWENSBORO
WKUE-FM 90.9 ELIZABETHTOWN
WKU CLASSICAL (88.9 HD-2, 97.5 BOWLING GREEN)HOURS OF LOCALLY BROADCAST 

ORIGINAL PROGRAMS323

265
HOURS OF LOCALLY BROADCAST 
MUSIC, ARTS AND CULTURAL 
ORIGINAL PROGRAMS

58
HOURS OF LOCALLY BROADCAST PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS, NEWS AND INFORMATIONAL 
ORIGINAL PROGRAMS

40 STUDENTS EMPLOYED BY WKU 
PUBLIC BROADCASTING

STORIES FILED BY WKU REPORTERS TO 
KENTUCKY PUBLIC RADIO NETWORK580

200 ORIGINAL NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
PROGRAMS

82 FEATURE STORIES FILED BY WKU REPORTERS 
TO ENHANCE LOCAL NEWS PROGRAMMING

212 HOURS OF LOCAL NEWS CONTENT

20 FEATURE STORIES FILED BY LOCAL 
OHIO VALLEY RESOURCE* REPORTER

*The Ohio Valley ReSource reaches a network of more than 6.3 million 

in three states (Kentucky, West Virginia and Ohio).



Many social gatherings and events found 
ways to still take place, albeit virtually. 
The Lost River Sessions team was 
awarded their 2020 Ohio Valley Emmy 
for Outstanding Arts and Entertainment 
Program from the comforts of their own 
homes. While not the typical black-tie 
affair, the team was able to gather via 
video conferencing to celebrate their 
achievement.

GOING VIRTUAL

COVID-19
COMMUNITY IMPACT

Even in the midst of a global pandemic, 
the WKU Public Broadcasting team was 
committed to providing programming and 
entertainment to its loyal community. The 
team took social distancing requirements 
in stride, shifting to a work-from-home 
environment when necessary.

WORKING FROM HOME

Live event brodcast production perhaps 
saw the greatest changes due to COVID-19.  
Safety measures, including social 
distancing, facial coverings and protective 
barriers, were put into place and enforced 
to ensure the wellbeing of all those in 
attendance and working. 

NEW SAFETY MEASURES

Many live events, including Lost River 
Sessions LIVE! performances, were put on 
pause. The Lost River Sessions team has 
implemented adaptions in its hiatus, in 
one instance livestreaming a concert from 
WKU's campus to a national audience.

HOLD, PLEASE
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HILLTOPPER SPORTS
SATELLITE NETWORK

LIVE HILLTOPPER
BASKETBALL TELECASTS

7

LIVE LADY TOPPER
BASKETBALL TELECASTS

6

LIVE WKU
FOOTBALL TELECASTS

2

MILLION PEOPLE
PROGRAMMED TO LOCALLY, 
REGIONALLY & NATIONALLY

100



Lost River Sessions is the Emmy award-winning television, 
concert and radio series launched by WKU PBS and WKU Public 
Radio out of Bowling Green, Ky.

While the pandemic changed many plans for the program over 
the course of 2020, the Lost River Sessions team was able to 
develop safety protocols that allowed them to resume work 
remotely.

In 2021, the eagerly-anticipated fourth season of Lost River 
Sessions will be released to local, regional and national viewers.

Lost River Sessions explores the music scene from the roots 
up by featuring musical talents in the folk, bluegrass and 
Americana genres performing intimate live sets in various 
iconic venues across South Central Kentucky.
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Photo top:

The Josephines record 
their Lost River Sessions 
performance from the 
Bluegrass Music Hall 
of Fame & Museum in 
Owensboro, Ky.

Photo right:

Kyshona performs at 
Lost River Sessions LIVE! 
on Feb. 27, 2020, at the 
Capitol Arts Center in 
Bowling Green, Ky. This 
would be the last LIVE! 
performance to take 
place before COVID-19 
restrictions were enforced.

Photo bottom right:

Will Kimbrough performs 
at Lost River Sessions 
LIVE! on Jan. 24, 2020, at 
the Capitol Arts Center in 
Bowling Green.

LOST RIVER SESSIONS
SAVING YOU THE BEST SEAT

Our work didn't look 
the same as before, 
but we were able 
to adapt and push 
forward as a team. 
And I feel it's only 
made us stronger and 
more focused on our 
goals as a program.

D A R I U S  B A R A T I

Producer, Lost River Sessions

TELEV IS ION +  RADIO  +

L IVE  CONCERTS  +

L IVE  RADIO  +  D IG ITAL  =

LOCAL CONTENT
WITH NATIONAL REACH

AVAILABLE IN MORE THAN 30 STATES

PROGRAMMED TO OVER 100 MILLION PEOPLE

WEEKLY SATURDAY AFTERNOON BROADCASTS



To see Hannah 
and Jordon 
finish their 
education 
and enter the 
workforce 
with an Emmy 
already in hand 
is one of the 
best honors I 
can have as a 
producer.
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Photo right:

Neil Purcell, Darius Barati and 
Cheryl Beckley attend the NETA 
Awards ceremony on January 26, 
2020, in Washington, D.C. The Lost 
River Sessions team brought home 
the award for Outstanding Arts and 
Entertainment Content.

Photo bottom:

Following the 2020 Ohio Valley 
Emmy win for Outstanding Arts 
and Entertainment Program, 
Darius Barati gives an outdoor, 
socially distanced presentation to 
Gatton Academy students on WKU's 
campus.

NATIONAL & REGIONAL
PEER RECOGNITION

Despite the struggles faced both locally and globally, there 
were many celebratory moments for WKU Public Broadcasting 
in 2020.

The Lost River Sessions team was recognized by the National 
Educational Telecommunications Association (NETA) at their 
2019 conference and awards ceremony for the first time.

The convention, which typically takes place annually in 
Washington, D.C., allowed Lost River Sessions team members 
the opportunity to travel in January 2020 to share their work 
directly with colleagues from other public broadcasting 
affiliates from across the country.

Later in the year, Lost River Sessions and coverage from ROMP 
were both recognized with nominations at the 2020 Ohio Valley 
Emmy Awards ceremony.

WKU's Public Broadcasting service has been nominated for 
a regional Emmy in each of the past 16 years, receiving the 
illustrious award 28 times.

Arts and Entertainment - Program: Lost River Sessions*
Darius Barati ('07), Jordon Crabbe ('19), Jeff Petrocelli, Neil Purcell ('15), Hannah Wilcutt ('19)

Audio: ROMP Audio
Jeff Petrocelli

2020 REGIONAL EMMY NOMINATIONS

Arts and Entertainment - Content: Lost River Sessions*
Darius Barati ('07), Jordon Crabbe ('19), Jeff Petrocelli, Neil Purcell ('15), Hannah Wilcutt ('19)

2019 NETA AWARDS NOMINATION

*Denotes winner of category

D A R I U S  B A R A T I

Producer, Lost River Sessions
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In 2018, WKU Public Broadcasting established 
the Brinkley Student Employment Fellowship 
program to provide job opportunities for WKU 
students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 

As the rate of individuals with autism increases 
each year—currently 1 in 54—there is a growing 
need to develop job training opportunities for 
these individuals' transition to adulthood. The 
endowed Brinkley Fellowship provides supported 
employment experiences to better prepare 
students with ASD for careers after graduation. 
The program accepts students from any 
major and provides a multitude of diverse job 
experiences.

In 2019, five ASD students were hired as the 
inaugural class of Brinkley Fellows, and in 2020, 
two additional students joined the program. 
Students gain valuable work experience in 
creating news content for radio, assisting with 
video productions for television, maintaining 
broadcasting equipment and supporting the 
organization through outreach efforts and 
administrative tasks.

The selected students are participants of the 
Kelly Autism Program Circle of Support – an 
autism support unit within the Suzanne Vitale 
Clinical Education Complex at WKU.

In 2019, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
(CPB) awarded a $246,863 grant to WKU Public 
Broadcasting to develop and expand its ASD 
career-readiness training program. The project, 
titled “Embracing Differences, Finding Strengths: 
A Public Broadcasting Model for Autism 
Inclusion,” seeks to enhance awareness, improve 
understanding and increase acceptance of 
autistic individuals in the workplace.  

In addition to enhancing the Brinkley Fellowship program, the grant supports a broader initiative to educate businesses and organizations 
on how to create a more inclusive work environment. A nationwide advisory committee works with the project’s team to ensure autism 
inclusion is part of the national public broadcasting system’s service mission. 

Each year, the Brinkley Fellowship hires an additional two students who apply through a formal job application process and interview. As the 
Fellows complete their first year of student employment, they remain on staff for the reminder of their academic career at WKU. 

WKU STUDENT IMPACT
THE BRINKLEY FELLOWSHIP

Photo top left:

A candidate for the Brinkley Student 
Employment Fellowship speaks with 
WKU President Timothy C. Caboni, 
Fellowship Project Manager Molly 
Swietek and WKU PBS Producer 
Darius Barati.

Photo bottom left:
Brinkley Fellowship students 
assist with a video shoot for the 
award-winning WKU PBS music 
series Lost River Sessions. 

Photo right:

Brinkley Fellowship recipient 
Brandon Woempner interviews WKU 
University Distinguished Professor 
Yvonne Petkus about the ‘Respond-
ing to Bosnia’ art exhibit for WKU 
Public Radio. 

THE BRINKLEY
STUDENT 

EMPLOYMENT
FELLOWSHIP

PROGRAM ALLOWS 
STUDENTS TO

GAIN VALUABLE 
EXPERIENCE
IN PRACTICAL
JOB TRAINING.

TELEV IS ION P RODUC T I ON

• Camera operator/assistant
• Audio operator
• Teleprompter
• Utility management

• Newsroom assistance
• Producing promos
• Website/social media
• Photography
• Live remote broadcasts
• Maintain/repair equipment

RADIO &  ENGI NEER I NG

BUS INESS  &  P H I LANTHROP Y

• Community events
• Data entry
• Fulfillment services
• General office duties
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Since the 7th grade, Alana Watson knew she would be a reporter.

The Nashville, Tenn., native was cast in her middle school play as 
a journalist telling the story of the Big Bad Wolf.

“I loved the idea of having a microphone,” Watson said. “I loved 
the idea of having a specific voice that I used as a journalist for 
the part.”

It’s been an incredible experience to see Alana grow 
from her time as a student fellow at WKU Public Radio, 
to her time spent at WPLN in Nashville and Wisconsin 
Public Radio. She’s one of the most intelligent, talented, 
engaging and positive young journalists I’ve ever been 
around, and having her back home as a reporter for WKU 
Public Radio and the Ohio Valley ReSource has been 
amazing. 

Alana has one of the qualities I think is most 
important for anyone in the field of content 
creation: a sincere curiosity about the 
community and world around her. I first saw 
this when Alana was a student at WKU and 
traveled to South Africa and Trinidad and 
Tobago for Study Abroad classes. I’ve seen 
it since in a hundred conversations we’ve 
had about story ideas, including stories 
she’s reported on about local residents who 
have had their voting rights restored after 
they served felony criminal sentences, how 
President Biden’s economic agenda might 
impact our region of the country and an 
increase in the number of refugees that will 
be allowed to resettle in Kentucky. 

I’m also so proud of Alana’s versatility and 
desire to help students. She’s accomplished, 
and is accomplishing, an incredible amount 
for someone who has just gotten started on 
her career path.

Fast forward a couple of years and Watson found herself at a high school with a rich 
media program, solidifying her choice to pursue journalism in her postsecondary 
education.

Watson graduated from WKU in 2017 with her bachelor’s degree in broadcast 
journalism with a broadcast news concentration. During her sophomore year, she 
realized radio truly was her niche.

“I praise Western’s program for allowing you to try out every medium,” Watson 
said. “I did a little print and I did a little television, but radio is what stood out. It 
challenged me in a way that I enjoyed.”

Watson said she was drawn to radio in particular because she loved the challenge of 
telling a story solely with audio.

“I found it challenging going beyond just getting the interview but determining what 
sound I could include to make the story come to life in a way where people can 
literally sit there and visualize the story for themselves,” she said.

During her time at WKU, Watson was active in several organizations, including the 
student-run radio station, Revolution 91.7.

With her eagerness to learn more about the trade, a couple of Watson’s professors 
suggested she apply to the Charles M. Anderson Public Broadcasting Fellowship. The 
fellowship allows students to gain hands-on experience with the University’s public 
broadcasting program—WKU PBS and WKU Public Radio—a program he helped 
create during his tenure at WKU.

Watson was accepted into the program in 2016, where she honed her craft, working 
closely with Kevin Willis, WKU Public Radio’s news director. 

“Kevin and I spent a lot of time working on voicing and working on editing,” Watson 
said. “It was really the start of growing my confidence as a reporter.”

Early in her fellowship, Watson said she was intimated to conduct interviews.

ALANA WATSON
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

K E V I N  W I L L I S

News Director, WKU Public Radio

“At first, I didn’t see myself as a reporter—I 
saw myself as a student,” Watson said.

Her confidence grew, though, when she 
heard her voice over the airwaves for the first 
time.

“That was monumental,” Watson said. 
“Hearing my voice on air was so rewarding.”

With her newfound confidence, Watson filed 
more than 10 stories during her tenure as a 
fellow, including a story on post-apartheid 
South Africa which earned her the AP Award 
for Best College Radio Reporter in 2016.

Upon graduating from WKU, Watson took a 
few months away from journalism to avoid 
burnout. Watson then enrolled at Austin 
Peay State University for her master’s in 
communication.

During the second year of her master’s 
program, Watson was granted a fellowship at 
Wisconsin Public Radio. She spent a year in 
Milwaukee as a general assignment reporter.

Now at 24 years old, Watson can say her 
7th grade aspirations have been realized. In 
2020, she was hired as the economics and 
infrastructure reporter for the Ohio Valley 
ReSource, a regional journalism collaborative 
partnered with WKU Public Radio.

Watson said her source list is quite extensive, 
reporting in Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia.

“It’s challenging but very rewarding covering 
three states with the Ohio Valley ReSource,” 
Watson said.

She said a lot of her time is spent keeping up with government officials and policy in each state, but there is a lot of value in it as it sparks 
agents of change.

“People in each state are interested in seeing how their state compares to others,” Watson said. “They can then take real issues and present 
them to their legislators.”

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Watson said she has faced some difficulties in getting people to open up about their hardships and financial 
situations this past year.

“I like to focus on telling people’s stories so people can understand what others are actually going through, beyond a bunch of numbers you 
see on a screen,” she said. “But sometimes it’s hard for them to be vulnerable to a stranger.”

“I have to reassure them that I’m going to do their story justice and that it can make a difference for others."
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The uncertainty of 2020 did not halt the hard work of WKU Public Radio.

Some of the major issues the local news team focused on in 2020 include the historic primary and general elections in Kentucky and 
how Kentucky voters were allowed unprecedented early voting and mail-in voting opportunities due to the COVID-19 pandemic; the 
2020 Kentucky General Assembly, and how lawmakers decided to pass a one-year state budget because of pandemic uncertainties; 
the ways the pandemic impacted education in the region, including how K-12 and postsecondary teachers, students and parents were 
forced to adapt to virtual learning; and how the Trump administration’s policies led to a severe decline in the number of refugees 
resettled in Kentucky. 

ELECTION COVERAGE

One of the most important local programs WKU Public Radio broadcast in 2020 took place on June 23, the day of the state’s delayed 
primary election. WKU Public Radio aired local and state results of elections on that date, and focused in June on the different ways 
Kentucky residents were allowed to vote due to COVID-19. During the lead up to the general election, the station also focused 
attention on how the results of the presidential election likely wouldn’t be known for several days, given the changed nature of the way 
Americans voted across the country because of the pandemic. 

A GLOBAL PANDEMIC

Local reporters, as well as reports provided through partnerships with the Kentucky Public Radio Network and Ohio Valley ReSource, 
also worked early on in the pandemic to provide comprehensive and thorough information on the science behind the novel 
coronavirus, how it spread, how it could best be avoided and the ways in which different aspects of daily life would be impacted, 
including education, business, arts & culture venues and the ability to be around friends and family. These reports aired throughout the 
day, but focused mainly during the most listened-to times of the day in shows like Morning Edition, All Things Considered and Weekend 
Edition.

ADAPTATIONS

The WKU Public Radio news team partnered with the engineering staff to transition to remote-hosting of the local Morning Edition and 
All Things Considered broadcasts in March 2020. Local newscasts and other live breaks heard during morning and afternoon news 
magazines were done by hosts in their homes. Local reporters continued to gather interviews through a combination of distanced 
in-person opportunities and through technology such as Zoom. Throughout the year, the team focused on the health impacts the 
coronavirus has had on the region, both physical and mental, as well as how it affected families, schools and universities, businesses 
and hospitals in the coverage area.

FUTURE PLANS

WKU Public Radio's local news team will continue to focus on the way life returns to—and doesn’t return to—normal as COVID-19 
vaccinations become more widespread. Reporters will focus on the impacts extended virtual learning had on area students and 
their schools, small businesses that were forced to close or adapt in different ways to contend with the virus and the challenges local 
communities of color had in accessing the vaccine. 

Future stories will focus on how President Joe Biden’s economic agenda might impact residents, communities and businesses across the 
region. The capitol reporter will focus on what Kentucky’s latest one-year budget contains for crucial services, higher education funding and 
the state’s struggling public pension systems.

WKU Public Radio will introduce its audience to new members of the region’s growing refugee community and create content about an 
upcoming increase in the number of refugees allowed to resettle across the nation, including in Kentucky. 

Reporters will also create stories profiling local arts & culture institutions that have struggled to keep their doors open, and missions 
fulfilled, due to the pandemic.

REGIONAL EXCELLENCE
IN UNCERTAIN TIMES Photo left:

Albert Mbanfu is Executive Director of the International 
Center of Kentucky, a Bowling Green-based refugee 
resettlement agency. 

Photo bottom left:

A line of voters wait to cast early ballots at the South-
ern Kentucky Performing Arts Center in Bowling Green. 



To see Hannah 
and Jordon 
finish their 
education 
and enter the 
workforce 
with an Emmy 
already in hand 
is one of the 
best honors I 
can have as a 
producer.

D A R I U S  B A R A T I

Producer, Lost River Sessions
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As a public media 
organization, WKU PBS 
and WKU Public Radio is 
committed to engaging 
and serving its diverse 
audience, contributing 
to its communities 
and nurturing the 
lives of all viewers and 
listeners.

NATIONAL MEDIA DISTRIBUTION

WKU Public Broadcasting possesses enhanced production 
capabilities that make their organization a regional content 
distribution hub for national networks. WKU Public Broadcasting 
has provided content and production services in the interest 
of promoting Kentucky initiatives and individuals to several 
national networks, including: Fox News, Fox College Sports, ESPN, 
ABC News, CNN, CBS News, the Discovery Channel, National 
Geographic, NBC Universal and PBS.

REGIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH

WKU Public Broadcasting continues to provide services that assist 
with the economic growth of the region. Highlighting rising talent 
in business, industry and the arts uniquely focuses on South 
Central Kentucky and the surrounding area.

PARTNERSHIPS WITH AREA SCHOOLS

Showcasing the achievements of students from the counties 
in the coverage area has always been a priority to WKU Public 
Broadcasting. The station offers enhanced production services 
to many area schools who are proud of their student successes. 
Dozens of hours of Kentucky high school athletic events are 
enhanced by our production facilities as well as multiple 
graduation and award ceremonies.

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers for WKU Public Broadcasting are an essential part in 
helping maintain and build community relationships and support.



1906 College Heights Blvd. #11034
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1034

Phone
(800) 599-2424

Email
wkyutv@wku.edu 
wkyufm@wku.edu

Website
wkyupbs.org
wkyufm.org

WKU PUBLIC BROADCASTING

• facebook.com/wkupublicradio
• twitter.com/wkupublicradio
• instagram.com/wkupublicradio
• facebook.com/barrenriverbreakdown
• wkyupbs.org

• facebook.com/wkupbs
• twitter.com/wkupbs
• instagram.com/wkupbs
• youtube.com/user/wkuetv
• wkyupbs.org

• facebook.com/gohssn
• twitter.com/hssndotorg
• instagram.com/hssndotorg
• youtube.com/user/hssndotorg
• hssn.org

• facebook.com/lostriversessions
• twitter.com/lr_sessions
• instagram.com/lostriversessions
• youtube.com/user/wkuetv
• lostriversessions.org


